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Bridging People and Places, One Person at a Time, Inc.

2011 Annual Report 
Making a Difference in the Lives of Others

BRIDGING PEOPLE AND PLACES DONATED  2,262 ITEMS IN 2011
Most of the donated items were handmade by our volunteers in 30 states and Canada.
Donated Items Went To: 

· Abused and Neglected Children
· DVRC Shelters

· Children in Need
· Children with Serious/Life-Threatening Illnesses

· Cancer Groups

· Bereavement Programs in Hospice and Hospitals 
· Others and Individuals Experiencing Loss or Personal Crisis
Donations Included: 
· Bear Hugs – Teddy Bears With Handmade Sweaters
· Knitted Children’s Quilts for beds at the Saratoga DVRC Shelter
· Bereavement Items for Parents Losing Infants
· One $500 Scholarship to a Student Having Experienced Serious Illness or Life Crisis  
BEAR HUGS DONATED: 1,961 – Details Are in Bear Distribution Report 2011
The number of bears donated increased over the previous year.  Requests for bears by Domestic Violence, Children in Need, and Bereavement represented the majority of the increase.
Domestic Violence/Rape Crisis Shelters and Centers –252 
Children in Need – 282
Children with Serious and Life Threatening Illnesses – 732
Cancer Groups –129
Bereavement Programs for Children and Adults – 418
Others and Individuals – 148
COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS
2011 David J. Vanderzee College Scholarship – $500

A $500 college scholarship was awarded to a graduate from Niskayuna High School who, because of a rare illness involving her voice, had to postpone her enrollment as a Vocal Major in the Eastman School of Music to be able to recuperate through a vigorous rehabilitation program.  She fully recovered and started school a year late in September of 2011.
2011 College Scholarship for Women in Transition - $500
There were no viable candidates this year who met the criteria for the scholarship; therefore, no scholarship was awarded.
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS
Various Board members represented the organization throughout the year as guest speakers at the Delta Gamma Delta Association, the Schuylerville Lions Club, the Saratoga Kiwanis, Minerva Sleeping Giants Senior Citizens, and Hadley Luzerne Senior Citizens.  The program was well received by our hosts and resulted in donations to the organization.
KIDS HELPING KIDS PROJECTS

The bear dressing project allows children to volunteer in a way that has a direct impact on other kids. 

Schools Dressing Bears
Bears were dressed and hugged once again in Tamarac Elementary, Caroline Street Elementary, Moreau Elementary, Ballard Road Elementary, Division Street Elementary, Johnsburg Elementary, and Fort Ann Elementary Schools.  
A curriculum guide outlining the various educational components of the Bear Hugs Program was provided to each of the teachers involved to use as a guide for integrating the project into their daily curriculum.  The various books about Hugs were especially enjoyed by the children (of all ages!), and the activity of the “Congo Hug Line” continues to be a favorite of many.
Girl Scouts Dressing Bears

Over 15 Girl Scout and Brownie Troops in 3 counties dressed our Bears and filled them up with love.  This year, one of the troops learned to knit and made headbands for the bears.
ASSISTIVE LIVING PROGRAM
Residents in an Assistive Living setting at The Glen Eddy in Niskayuna dressed Bears and filled them with love.  This project has become a favorite with the residents, providing them an opportunity to make a difference in the lives of others.  
PERINATAL LOSS AND BEREAVEMENT – 301 Items Donated  
The Mason and Megan Program supports families experiencing the loss of an infant before, at, or shortly after birth, honoring and acknowledging the brief life of their infant.

This year, Bridging People and Places donated 257 items to 4 hospitals’ Bereavement Programs.  Items included Angel Bears and locks of hair bags.
We continued our program with Angel Names Association, providing 44 Memory Boxes to 9 hospitals in 2011.
DONATIONS TO BRIDGING PEOPLE AND PLACES

During 2011, Bridging People and Places was the recipient of many donations.  Over 200 volunteers were involved in some aspect of the various projects.  More than 2,500 sweaters were knit and donated to dress our cuddly brown bears.  
Yarn donations were received, distributed to the knitters, and returned in the form of sweaters.
Bridging People and Places was the beneficiary of $4,323 in donations, $3,950 in grant monies, and $2,700 from the sale of bears.  More of a focus will be placed on fundraising for the year 2012.
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